The first report on the Witmer Formboard gave a description of the board, the method of giving the test, the average, median and quintile time records for the shortest of the first three trials of three
Standard Method.
It is necessary always to make the testing conditions such and to present the test in such manner that any failure on the part of the child is the result of his own inability to solve the problem and not the result of poor testing conditions. It is generally best to have the child stand while taking the test. The formboard should be placed at such height that the child is able to look down upon the board.
Any other position interferes with the perspective of the blocks and recesses. The board is placed horizontally on Because only elementary school children were tested the time records for the upper ages are not truly representative. This is especially true for the 14 and 15 year old children.
With increasing age of children there is a reduction in the time required to work the formboard, but this reduction in time becomes less and less marked with increasing age. The discrimination value of the formboard as indicated by the reduction in time from year to year decreases to such an extent that it is of little value for normal children over eight or ten years of age. It is, however, of great value in testing subnormal children of all ages.
